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THEEPISTLETO THEROMANS-CHAPTER 7
(Highlightsof aBiblereading)

Thischapter isonewhichweoften find difficult to understand becauseit involves
distinguishing between flesh and spirit in soul experience. Thefleshineachof us
wantsitsownway but the spirit of aconverted person desiresto please God. The
apostleisspeaking from hisown experience, he had godly desiresbut hefound
something e segettingintheway.

Thefirst part of the chapter showsthe proper place of the christian: weareto beto
Another, and we areto servein “newness of spirit, and not in oldness of |etter”
(v.6). From God'ssidethat is settled through the death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesusbut getting it settled in our own soulsisanother matter.

Theapostlehasvery skilfully prepared the ground for thispart of theepistle. In
chapter five heintroduced the basis of the gospel, that we have been justified on
the principleof faith and that we have peacetowards God. Theredlity of forgive-
nesshasbeen fully set out. Then, in chapter 6 Paul speaksof how wewere bond-
men of sin and have become bondmen of righteousness; now, inthischapter heis
leading usto seethat sinful fleshremainswith us. Itisdoctrinally easy to seebut
practicaly difficult to copewith.

Initsway, that isagood thing sincethereisareal needin our christian experience
to be deeply exercised in soul by what we find in this chapter. The apostleis
writing asaman who hascomethisway in hisown experience and hasfound the
way through it. Hewriteswith the knowledge of the glorious prospect that heis
going to develop in chapter eight. Hetherefore setsthe spiritual exercise of this
chapter before the saintsin Rome as something well worth going through with
because heknowswhat liesbeyondit.

Intheearlier part of chapter 7, Paul makesreferenceto thelaw becauseitisGod's
standard. Itis“holy...just and good”, but we can never answer to that standard.
The apostle has already resolved the question whether our obligationsareto the
law or to Christ - thay can only beto Christ. Now, any believer who acknowl-
edgesthat seeksto please Christ asthe new husband (seevs.2-4), and will want
to dowhat isright. We come under the headship of Christ. Itisnot amatter of
obedienceto thelaw but to Christ. Itisnot that thedivine standard set out inthe
law has been weakened, but that thelaw and Christ risen cannot both have author-
ity over thesoul.



Tobring out thetruth of this, the apostle usesthe example of thelaw of marriage.
Thewoman would be an adulterer if she were to be to another man while her
husband isalive; itisalso clear that one cannot be under the authority of two
husbandsat once. Butinthe gpplication of thisto us, thelaw doesnot loseitsforce
by itsdying but by our dying. It rulesover usonly whilewelive. Wehavedied with
Christ, sothenwe, “ are made dead to the law by the body of the Christ”, that we
should beto Him who has been “ raised up from the among the dead in order that
we should bear fruitto God” (v.4).

Thisishow the conflict of flesh and spirit comesabout. Thereistheold sinful
nature which weknow sowell, but the Spirit of God has started awork of new
creationin each believer. What islinked with that new creation hasdesires after
God, desiresfor what isright. We haveto wait till chapter 8to find how theHoly
SpiritidentifiesHimsa f with that new creation.

Thesoul strugglesand trialsrecorded in chapter 7 arethose of abeliever hereon
earth and seeking to find away through. The question of our sinshasbeenre-
solved for ever at the cross but the sinful nature of our fleshisstill withus. The
chapter isnot dedling with snscommitted, itisconcerned with theroot principle of
sinfound within usand it addressesthe question of whereredlief isto befound. The
evil spoken of hereistheevil that isin our nature and the compl etelack of power
whichwehaveto get rid of it. God has not given His Sonto diefor usso that we
might then set about improving ourselves. Heising stent that we should look tothe
Lordfor relief and support throughout - that wefind Himas Deliverer. Itisamercy
from God that takesany of usthisway. By faith we have comeinto thewonderful
relationshipsopened upinthe next chapter and Satan isactiveto hinder our enjoy-
ment of them. Itisdeliverancethat clearstheway.

The chapter dealswith the practical experienceof christians. It isworthy of note
that the apostlerefersto himsalf as“1” 37 timesinthischapter. Heisa so prepared
tosay very definitdy, “withmeevil isthere”. Heeven admits, what wehaveal to
admit, that to betold theright thing to do provides an opportunity for thefleshto
rebel and seek to do what iswrong. This battleis very wide. We are not just
dealing withwhat we or theworld may think of ascorrupt, we haveto recognise
what Paul sayshere: “For | know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not
dwell” (v.18). Theresultisaninward struggle. Whenwediscover what isin our
heartsit shocksussometimes. Thedevil worksonwhat iswithin.



In our experiencewe may find that the same wrong things manifest themselves
aganand again. Yet underlyingal, wedoredly desrethethingsof God. Itisvery
aencouraging thing, although we may fedl very despondent about it, that wedo
want to do what is right even though we cannot find the power to do so. The
strongest human desiresto overcomethefleshwill fail. Wefind that we are pow-
erlessto meet the enemy within. Itistherealisation of our powerlessnessthat
bringsforththiscry:- “Owretched manthat | am” Paul speaksof thelaw of sin
whichexists“in my members’. Wefind that isvery real. Paul reached apoint of
utter weakness. Heisconsciousof hisinability to do anythingto dter that Stuation.
Our only hopeistoturn away from ourselvesand fix our eyesfirmly upon Christ.
When wereach that we have arrived on safe ground.

So whilewemay bevery often under theweight of these spiritual exercises Paul
quiteclearly got through them. That isan encouragement to us.

Under divinegracethebeliever, asrenewed, learns:
that in our flesh good doesnot dwell;

todistinguishin oursel vesbetween theonewhowillsto do good, and thesin
which dwellswithin; and,

that whenwewill to do good, sinistoo strong for us.

Having thus acquired knowledge of ourselvesthe remedy is not to seek to be
better in theflesh, but for deleverance and thiswe havein Christ. Thecry isnot
“How shall I? but “Who shdl deliver me?’

What isestablished inthe chapter arethe great principlesof how to give pleasure
to God. Thereismuch for regret in what we are speaking about but nonetheless
the chapter showswhat Godislooking for fromusby way of treasureand fruitful -
ness, and thereal gainto befoundin serving in“newnessof spirit”. Theseare
shining lightsin the chapter and are set over against what we experienceinour-
selves- thegreat war that goes on within our hearts secretly and which Paul re-
veasherefrom hisown experiencesfor our help and encouragement.

Highlights of a Biblereading in Bromley, 31 July 2001.



LOVINGONEANOTHER
John 13: 34-35
15:9-14
1Johnd: 7-12
My desireisto speak tonight about |oving one another. If we know something of
theloveof God, itisto shineout fromus.

Inthelaw inthe Old Testament wefind our relationship with Godisthefirst matter
to be addressed, then we cometo our rel ationship with oneanother. Thelaw was
not an arbitrary list of directions, God loved hispeopleand gaveingtruction so that
their relationships might beright both towards Himself and towards one another.
We need to understand the spirit that lay behind thelaw. We need help from God
Himsdf that wemight love oneanother inaright way.

Lovingour enemies

TheLordtellsustoloveour enemiesand to “pray for thosewho despitefully use
you”. Thegreat exampleisfoundintheLord JesusHimself. Therewerethose
who hated Him without a cause but, the Lord loved them. He came to make
known thelove of God to such persons. Think of what it meant tothe Lord to be
rejected and hated. The people of Nazareth wanted to cast Him down the cliff.
Hewas, asscripture says, cast away indeed asworthlessby men. Because of who
Hewas, Hefelt rg ection and hatred asno other could but it did not change His
attitudeto convey thelove of God.

If, for our part, we are going to love our enemieswe haveto get animpression of
how God seesthem. The start isto see how God seesus! We seewhat He has
donefor usbecause Heloved us.

When | think about the grace of God, and the holiness of God | realise how un-
worthy | am. | havenothingto plead. Yet despitethat God commendsHisloveto
us

Joseph cameto God'sview of hisbrothers. Hewasayoung man and hisbrothers
hated him. They cast himinto apit, they redly wanted tokill him but they sold him
into davery ingtead. Joseph had all thoseyears, to dwell on hisanger but when his
brothers came before him he had God'sview of the matter. God had sent him to
Egypt beforethemto preservelife.

Inour day therearethosewho hatethegospel and do dl they canagaingt christians.



May the Lord help usto pray for them. The great example of that isseenin
Sephen. You cannot imagineagreater enemy than someonethrowing astoneat
you, totakeyour lifeaway. What helped himto say “lay not thissintother charge?’.
He saw the L ord Jesuswhere heisnow, and saw that Heisthe Son of Man. We
arenot beabletoloveanyoneinthisway unlessby faith we see Jesus, and know
that Heisdlive, and livesat God'sright hand and that Heisstill full of graceand
love.

L oving oneanother.

TheLord setsthe standard in Hisword: “love one another as| haveloved you”.
Think of Hislove! “Jesushaving loved hisownthat wereintheworld, loved them
totheend.” That isHislove, alovethat went all theway tothecross. That isthe
standard that we are asked to set ourselves. “Asl haveloved you.”

When we speak about lovewe are not speaking about sentiment, or even‘liking’

I may like someone because of their personality, or eventheir sins. God does not
say Helikesus, Helovesus! TheLord did not ask Hisowntoliketheir enemies,
or tolikeoneanother. Hetold themtolove. You find astriking exampleof it with
the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. When hewas brought so low he could not see,
Ananiaswastold by the Lord to go and lay hishands on him and Ananiasfound
that difficult. If wehavesimilar difficulty let usremember theprayer of Ananias. He
spoketotheLord and expressed hisfears. Yet theLordtold himto go, and he
was obedient, and he reached out with both handsto Saul and said, “ Saul, brother”.

Thenthebrethrenin Damascus cameinto the matter, too, becausewhen Saul’slife
wasin danger they waslowered him over thewall of thecity inabasket. Haveyou
ever been dependent on someone holding the end of arope? Someyearsago |
was on one of those action coursesthat are supposed to help you to work with
othersin abetter way. Weweretaken to ahigh disused railway viaduct and arope
was attached to the middle of arch. We had to |et oursel ves down on the rope.
Onceyou had gone past the brickwork you werejust in space. Therewasasafety
rope which was held by acolleague. If anything went wrong | was dependant
entirely onmy colleague. Paul had no safety rope. Hewasin that basket with just
that rope, and the peopl e holding it were the same peoplein Damascuswho knew
he had cometo seizethem and put them to death. Yearslater Paul referred tothis
incident, he remembered how hewaslet down, and hislife depended onthosehe
had sought to destroy.



God'sloveisamazing, it can set peopletogether. Onemight beafraid of another,
yet God setsthemtogether. That ismarvellousto me. Without thelove of God few
inthisroom would ever have even met each other. | say tomyself, ‘Dol really
appreciatethose | am set with? | recently listened to someone who was con-
verted about Six yearsago and they said that until they cameto know the L ord they
had noideathat such athing aschristian fellowship existed! They had no concept
that therewasthis network of peoplewho loved each other. ThelLord says“asl
havelovedyou”. Now | cannot say | have even come closeto that, but that isthe
standard. God's standard does not change because of theway | am or because of
my ability to meet it.

Weread: “by thisshdl dl know that yearedisciplesof mineif yehaveloveamong
yourselves’. What awonderful witness! We know from the scripturesthat “no
onehasseen God at any time” but thereisto beawitnessin God speople. Inone
sense, of course, God isHisown witnessin creation and theway that He acts but
thereisawitnessin the churchthat God islove, that welove oneanother.

Was it easy for Peter, James and John to love one another? No! They were
diversepersondities. Thescripturetellsusalittleabout somedisciples, andalot
about others, and God set them together, and the L ord gave them this command-
ment, that they love one another. They could see how much the Lord cared for
them, and loved them, and they would alwaysremember it. Our measurein ex-
pressing loveisour measurein having appreciated it ourselves.

All the New Testament writers had an appreciation of thelove of the Lord and
speak of different aspectsof it, but John brings something additional in that he
writesfrom the perspective of an old man, and canlook back. By thetimethat he
wrote his gospel and the epistles the other apostles had all gone, he had seen
assemblies damaged and scattered, and he had seen error comein. Yet, assome-
onehasput it, John'sepistlesspiral outwardsand inwards but they comeback to
thesame point: that God islove, that we areto haveloveamongst ourselves, and
that “loveisof God, and that everyone who loves has been begotten of God”. |
wonder whether theamazing truth of that hasentered my soul? That if | show love
to othersit comesfrom God Himself, and therefore the standard ispure and holy.

| want to say one more thing about this matter of loving oneanother. | believe
much of itisdonein secret. If itisal show, and wearetryingtoreceiveglory from
othersfor our great love, that isworthless. God would help usto lovein secret.



Lovefindsitsexpressionin carefor oneancther. | sometimeswonder how much
damage has been donethrough not caring? Thefirst break downinthe church, as
recorded in the book of the Acts was because some of the widows were over
lookedinthedaily ministration. The Lord would encourage usdl tothink of others
moreand ourselvesless, and | say that to myself first and asan accusation to no
onehere.

Weread here: “Hereinislove, not that weloved God, but that He loved usand
senthisSon...” (1 John 4:10). That isthemost amazing comfort tome. If every-
thing was based on my lovefor God, thingswould ebb and flow. | have bright
days, and not so bright days, but God loved usand Hisloveis perfect and utterly
reliable. Then thegpostleadds, “Beloved, if God hasso loved us, wea so ought to
loveoneanother” (v.11).

Wewill not getintothejoy of christianity through our own thoughts, or study, but
through appreciation of God’slove. The Scriptures bring to usthelight of what
God hasdonein Hiswonderful love. All isestablished perfectly in the Person of
theLord JesusChrist.

May the L ord help usto love one another in agreater way

Smon Burr
Shortened version of an address at Preston, 7th April 2001

LEARNING FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCESTHAT THE LORD
ALLOWS

John21:1-14
Mark 4:35-41

Luke?24:26-35

My concerntonight, isthat wemight get thegain of thecircumstancesthat theLord
alows. | haveread of threedifferent circumstances:

« firgt, Peter goingtofishandtoiling al night but catching nothing;
* then, thedisciplesintheboat with the L ord and the ssorm coming on the boat;
« findly, thetwo going to Emmaus, disappointed and disheartened.
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Therearemany different circumstancesthat comeupon usin every sphereof life,
whether in our health, businesses or families. Sometimeswe arrange our circum-
stancesoursalves, without considering the Lord’smind. That iswhat Peter didin
John 21. Hewent to fish. What happened? He caught nothing! He needed to be
adjusted aswe often do.

My concernishow we proceed in the various circumstancesthat arise so that we
areabletofindwheretheLordis. | challenge my own heart about this. We may
accept the circumstances we are in and recogni se that they are ordered of the
Lord, but how far dowerecognisethat itisthe Lord Himself that isinit?

Peter went tofish. | do not think they would have been very jubilant that night in
theboat. They toileddl night and caught nothing. How often wefind that whenwe
arrange our own circumstancesthereisno postiveresult? DoesthelLordleaveus
likethat? No! Here He comesHimself and callsto them saying: “ Cast thenet at
theright sideof theshipand yewill find”. At the Lord’scommand they do so and
haveagreat haul of fish.

Johnimmediately says, “ItistheLord”. Johnhad gone off onthefishingtrip as
well as Peter but herecognisestheLord. Thisisfor Peter’seducation. Peter had
arranged thisfishing expedition himsalf, without anindication fromtheLord. Yet he
comesto seewherethe Lordisand hewantsto bewhereHeis. Let usget tothe
Lordinthese matters. That isthe only way wewill get the good of these experi-
ences.

When they went out ontheland they seeafirewithfishlaid onit and bread. What
doestheLord do next?Hesays. “ Bring of thefisheswhich yehavenow taken”. It
waswhat they had taken themsalvesthat the Lord intendsto use. Then Hesays,
“Comeanddine’. Think of thedignity of it!

Peter had something to learn here. Hewas about to be commissioned by the L ord
to“feed my sheep”. If heistofeed the sheep, hehad to befed himsdlf. Let usrest
in the blessed sovereignty of God. Then thereis“the fish which ye have now
taken” . Peter wasto have care and consideration for the sheep but he hasapro-
vision: therewasthat of whichit could be said, “thefisheswhich ye have now
taken”. The Lord does not speak of them aswhat He had provided but “what ye
have now taken”.
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When we cometo Mark’sgospel, chapter four where | read, everythingissuit-
able. TheLord says, “L et usgo over to the other side: and having sent away the
crowd, they take Him withthem, asHewas, inthe ship”. Thereisnothing detri-
mental here. TheLord setsthejourney on and thedisciplestake Himwiththemin
theship. All seemsto bewell. TheLordisleading and the disciplesare of one
mindin being with Him. Then, suddenly thereisthisviolent gust of wind and the
boat fillswithwater. Thisisthekind of circumstancewhichitisoftendifficult for us
togetthegain.

If we put ourselvesin acircumstance, asPeter did, wemay well find that the Lord
will bring in adjustment but here the discipleswere doing the Lord’ shidding yet
therewasthisviolent gust of wind and the boat wasfilled with water. WWho had that
in control ? The Onewho wasd egping onthe cushion. Hehad al in control. Yet we
find it particularly difficult when weare doing the Lord swill and we encounter
difficulty.

| remember anincident inmy ownlife. | wasabout 17 yearsold at thetimeand |
had taken a preacher to therailway station to catch an early train. Itinvolved
leaving the house on adark winter morning at aquarter to fivein the morning.
Coming back there wasice on the road and on acorner | skidded and hit lorry
coming the other way. | remember how discontented | felt. | had got up at four in
the morning to do something for the Lord and the Lord had allowed meto come
homewith abashed car! | never did get thegain of that matter because| never got
theLordinit.

We do need to get the L ord inthese mattersand it ismore difficult whenweare
doing what isright. Thediscipleshad nothing to dowiththisgreat gust of wind. The
Onewho alowedit wasad eegp! Havewe confidencein Him? That isthelesson of
this. Heisthere, nothing could overcome Him. When we pray have we confi-
dencethat Heiswith usinthingsand Hewill seeusthrough?

Now in Luke 24 weread of two peoplewho are disappointed. They were going
away very down hearted. Everything that they had built their hopes upon seemed
to havefailed. Weknow the disappointmentswe have had in thetestimony and we
know how the L ord has served usand continued to serve usby drawing near to us
and attracting usto Himself.
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Asthesetwo journey away from Jerusdlemthe Lord drawsnear tothem. They are
sayingineffect, ‘Wehavefinished withthis. Wehave pursued it and it hasall come
toanend’. How oftenwemay fed likethat! Well, the Lord drawsnear Himself
and Heministersto them. Heministerssomething of Himsdlf totheir hearts. When
they stop, it says, “ he made asthough hewould go farther”. Hewould have gone
many milefarther il if it were needed. Ohwhat grace! Then Heismadeknownto
theminthebreaking of thebread. What arevelation! Hesetstheir heartsonfire
sothat immediately they want to return to Jerusdlem and findthedisciples. A little
whilebeforeit had beentoolatetotravel, but not oncethey had atouch fromthe
Lord.

Whenthey get back to Jerusalemthey find that the Lord has served Hisown there.
he made Himsdlf knownto them and then asked them if they had anything thereto
eat. Hewould draw their attention to what they had. We are not to live on nega-
tives. Weneedtoliveinwhat ispositiveand living.

Heasks, “Haveyeanything hereto eat? And they gave him part of abroiled fish
and of ahoneycomb” Itisonly apart. Whenthingscomefromthedivinesidethey
arewhole. When thingscomefromour sideitispart. Thatisall they could do. It
isall wecando. But it says, He ate beforethem.

| think He enjoyswhat we enjoy together. The broiled fish had comethrough the
fire. It speaksof God’ ssovereignty again, therecognition of God ssovereignty in
how He hastaken up each one of us. How could we arrangeto betogether ina
company likethis? Wearedll different, humanly it could not be done; but Godin
Hissovereignty, hastaken usup and we haveto recognisethat. They gave Him
part of abroiledfish, it had gonethrough thefire, it had gone through what desth
was.

Then thereisthe honeycomb. It speaks of the sweetness of fellowship. Arewe
enjoyingit?1f weareenjoyingit, Hea so enjoysit. Becauseit says, “and hetook
it and ate beforethem”. The Lord rejoicesin what we enjoy together.

May webeableto seewheretheLordisin al these mattersand therefore get the
gain of them, for Hisname'ssake.

Jim Srachen
Peterhead, 3rd March 2002.
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TEACHMETHETRUTH

Teachmethetruth, Lord, thoughit put toflight

My cherished dreamsand fondest fancy’splay;

Givemetoknow thedarknessfromthelight,
Thenight fromday.

Teach methetruth, Lord, though my heart may break

In casting out thefal sehood for thetrue;

Help meto take my shattered lifeand make
[tsactionsnew.

Teach methetruth, Lord, though my feet may fear
Therocky pather that opensout to me;
Roughit may be, but let theway beclear

That leasdsto Thee.

Teach methetruth Lord. Thenfalsecreedsdecay,

Then man-madedogmasvanishwith thenight,

Then, Lord, on Theemy joyful soul shal stay,
ThoulivingLight.

Frances Lockwood Green
ANOTHER DAY FINISHED

Another day itscoursehasrun;
Itsconflict pagt, itslabour done.
"Tistimefor silenceand for deep.
Havel sowngood? Thengood 1’1l reap.
Havel sownill?theharvest day
Comeswithout fail, without delay.
Havel occassionsused? They never
Return: arelost or gained for ever.
What did | do? What did | say?

| shall nor passagainthat way...

14



O Lord, thesethingsgive seriousthought.
But not thework that | havewrought.
Nor yet theword that | havesaid

Shdl bethe pillow for my head

Torest onfromthisday of mine,
Thisweary day! Nay, Lord, but Thine
Unchanging, and unmerited

Eterna love. Thereshadll | rest

(Lord. I am Thine, whendl issaid!)

In happy peace, secureand blest,
Astired child on mother’sbreast.

Alexander Carruthers

A SONGOFTHE SAVIOUR

| haveaFriend, whosefaithful love
Ismorethanall theworldtome,
"Tishigher than the heightsabove,
And deeper than the deepest seg;

Soold, so new,

So strong, sotrue;
Beforethe earthreceiveditsframe
Heloved me. Blessed be Hisname!

Heheld the highest place above,
Adored by dl the sonsof flame,
Yet such Hissdlf denying love,
Helaid aside Hiscrown and came
Toseek thelost,
And at the cost
Of heavenly rank and earthly fame
Hesought me. Blessed be Hisname!
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It wasalonely path Hetrod,

From every human soul apart,

Known only to Himself and God

Wasdll thegrief that filled Hisheart;
Yet fromthat track
Heturned not back

“Till, wherel lay inwant and shame,

Hefound me. Blessed beHisname!

Then dawned at |ast that day of dread
When, desol ate, yet undismayed,
With wearied frame and thorn crowned head
He, now forsaken and betrayed,

Went up for me

To Cavary’stree,
And, dying thereingrief and shame,
Hesaved me. Blessed be Hisname!

Longasl livemy song shall tell
Thewondersof Hismatchlesslove:
Andwhenat last | riseto dwell
Inthe bright home prepared above,
My joy shall be
Hisfaceto see,
And, bowingthenwithloud acclaim,
I’ll praiseHim. Blessed be Hisname!

C.A. Tydeman
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“WE SEEJESUS’

“Behold | see the heavens opened, and the Son of man
standing on theright hand of God.” (Acts

7:56)

Behold, the Son of man

At God'sright hand on high,

"Tisby that gloriousrisen One,

We areto God madenigh.

Ah! seeHishandsand feet,
Hiswounded sidebehold,

From thencefor uson Calvary’scross
Theblood oncefredy flowed.

What matchless, wondrousgrace,
That'sGod' sbeloved Son

Should stoop so low, and bear the cross,
For sinnerslost, undone!

But oh ! what boundlessjoy !

Hisgrief and shameareo’er;
God'sglorified, exalted Son

All heaven doth now adore.

Nor isHethereaone,
ThepeopletoHimgiven,

Rai sed up and quickened with their Head,
Havenow their placein heaven.
Inspirit therewithHim,

Werest inthat bright home,

In patiencewaiting for that day,

When Christ our Lord will come.
Thenweshall seeHisface,

And bear Hisimagebright,

And cast our crownsbefore Hisfeet
Withraptureand ddlight.

M.S S

. Petersburg, June 10th, 1877
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A SEARCHFORTHETRUTH
Theconversion of Arthur Roberts

Arthur Robertswasbornin 1912 in Barrow in Furness. Hisfather, Thomaswasa
government inspector in the shipyardsand also aleading Freemason who drank
heavily. Hismother, Beatrice, was achurch attending woman whose only yard-
stick wasthat everybody should dotheir duty. Hehadtwo sisters, Ritaand Myrtle.
It wasby local standardsarespectablefamily, if athoroughly worldly one. Oneof
hisgrandmotherswashowever areal |ove of the Lord Jesusand she prayed often
for thefamily. Arthur wasatypical local boy, attending the grammar school and
oftenin hissparetime, going onlong bicyclerides.

Thefamily moved to Portsmouth and Arthur went to the Dockyard School and
qualified asamarineengineer. When he had finished hisstudies, against advice, he
joined the merchant navy asasea-going marine engineer. hewanted to seethe
world and to get away from home! Life on shipsinthe Middle East wasnot the
best for hishealth but therewasagreat deal of freedom and heenjoyed playing the
mandolin, the company, the Indian food, cheap cigarettes, good money and the
lack of respongbility. Of course, during the depression therewas not muchwork
goinginBritain. On hisforth voyage hebecamevery ill with dysentery and sinus
trouble and hewas hospitalised in Port Said, Egypt. Smoking sixty cigarettesa
day did not help and he deteriorated an it was not thought that hewould live. The
Hospital Chaplain who was sent for started crying and Arthur told him ‘It isnot
you whoisdying, itisme!” However, God had other plansfor Arthur and he
recovered.

Whileontheshipshe met many peopleof different faiths, including Hindus, Mus-
limsand Jews. Heread many booksincluding the Koran and the Bible. he saw
lifeasastruggle by manto reach God - whoever and whatever God might be. Life
seemed to himto befutileand pointless.

Arthur returned to England where hewasin an out of hospital and had asevera
operations. While off work he bought acar and toured the country. On one of
thesetripshevisted hissster Myrtlewhowasstudying at Reading University. She
had been converted through the Inter-Varsity Fellowship. Oneevening therewas
apreaching by Dr Howard Guinness (of the beer and financefamily) who was
very activeinthelnter-Varsity Fellowship. Arthur said afterwards‘ No doubt he
preached the gospel well, but it meant nothingtome' . Hewasmore affected by

18



the happiness of theyoung christiansat theuniversity. hetold Dr Guinness, ‘Itis
aright youtelling peoplethis, but | have seen theworld and what you are saying
will notwork’.

Dr Guinnesswas scheduled to preach at University College, london and heinvited
Arthur to attend. Hea soinvited himto visit him at hisroom in the Bonnington
Hotd. Arthur maintained that al religionwasafutileatempt by mentoreach God,
and that he himself was caught up inthisattempt. Inreply, Dr Guinnessexplained
that God had reached out to humanity in Christ. Furthermorethrough thework of
the Lord Jesus on the cross the distance between men and God had been com-
pletely removed and that thosewho put their faithin that finished work God wold
accept, asHe had accepted Hisown beloved Son. Hedrew adiagram showing
bridges across aravine, and then across which removed theravine. Arthur’s
problemwassmplenow, hejust did not believeit. Even so, hecarried thediagram
around in hispocket for years- long after hehad cometo know the Lord Jesusfor
himsdif.

On one occasion Howard Guinnessinvited al thosewho had received Christ to
stand up. Arthur was, asfar ashe could see, theonly person left sitting. Young
men would try to encourage himto ‘just believe’. Hisstandard answer was'|
can't'.

Thelast preaching at University Collegewas apowerful one, but asusual the
message | eft him with an empty, unfulfilled desire. Thecall came, * Stand up all
thosewho have accepted the L ord Jesusas Saviour’. Infront of hiswasarow of
Indian students. Arthur said to himself - ‘| havebeen amongst you and | know that
you do not believe, if you say you believethis, then | will say ittoo’. Sowhen they
stood up hedid aswell. He avoided the preacher knowing that he had deceived
those there and embarrassed by the young men who shook hishand warmly, wel-
coming him asabrother and offering him tracks. Hevowed to get out of thehall as
quickly aspossibleand that hewould never come back.

Feeling utterly miserable and dejected, he boarded thetrain for Abbey Wood to
get home. Over and over heasked himself “Why can’t | believe’ . Thenheheard
avoice- henever knew whether it waswithin him or outside- * Arthur. itsnot that
you can't believe, itisthat youwon't.” That word hit him and hegot out hisBible
saying‘If thatisthecaseLord, | don’t know what it really means, but | will believe
Your word from cover to cover’. Heimmediately realised that God had reached
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him and that hewasthe Lord’s. hegot out of thetrain happier than he had ever
beeninhislife!

Walking back homethrough Abbey Wood hewasfilled withjoy. ‘Wow’ , hethought,
‘theBiblesays, if you havefaith asagrain of mustard seed, you can say tothis
sycamoretree berooted up an cast into the seaand it will happen - | had better be
careful, just think of what could happento oneof thesetreesinthewood!” Hewas
certainthat if he had told atreeto movethat evening it would have done so!

Hewasdifferent at home but unsurewhat to do next. Hewasthe Lord sbut he
wasjust starting the path of discipleship. The challengesof the path of faith lay
ahead and, though he did not then know it, the hard battle hewasto haveto give
up Cigarettes.

This account is based on material provided at the request of Mrs Gladys
Piper.

GUIDANCE INTHEWAY OF THE LORD

GeorgeMuller (1806-1898) isbest known for hiswork in Bristol and especialy
for founding awell known orphanagethere. Here, he setsout how he ascertained
thewill of Godinmattersbothlargeand small. In seeking theLord’ smind, nothing
can be substituted for our individua relationswith God, but what GeorgeMuller
hasto say isworth pondering.

| seek at the beginning to get my heart into such astatethat it hasnowill of itsown
inregard to the matter to be consdered. Nine-tenthsof thetroublewith peopleis
just here. Nine-tenthsof the difficultiesare overcomewhen our heartsareready to
dotheLord swill, whatever it may be. When oneistruly inthisstate, itisusualy
but alittleway to theknowledge of what Hiswill is.

Having donethis, | do not leavetheresult tofeeling, or to ssimpleimpression. (If |
do so, | makemysdlf liableto great delusions.) | seek thewill of the Spirit of God,
through, or in connectionwith, theword of God. The Spirit and theword need to
be combined. If I look to the Spirit alonewithout theword, | lay myself opento
great delusionsaso. If theHoly Ghost guidesusat al, Helead in any way con-

20



trary tothescriptures.

Next | takeinto account providentia circumstances. Theseoften plainly indicate
God'swill when considered in connection with theword and the Holy Spirit.

| ask Godin prayer torevea Hiswill to mearight.

Thus, through prayer to God, the study of theword, and reflection, | cometo a
ddliberatejudgment according to the best of my ability and knowledge, andif my
mind isthusat peace, and continues so after two or three more petitions, | proceed
accordingly. Intrivia matters, andin transactionsinvolving most important i ssues,
| havefound thismethod alwayseffective.

GeorgeMuller

VISION
“Wherethereisnovision, the peopleperish.” Proverbs29:18

We cannot read in the Acts of the A postles the account of the early spread of
chrigtianity without being strongly conscious of the powerful dynamicforceswhich
thedescent of theHoly Spirit at Pentecost rel eased among men. Hostility, ridicule,
ostracism, persecution, physical hardshipsand sufferingswere unableto stop the
power of thewitnessof those ordinary men, indwelt and empowered by the Holy
Spirit. Every weapon aimed at them by the enemy fell blunted to theground as
withtheirresistibleforce and speed of an explosion, thetestimony of our Lord
spread over the earth.

Within thirty yearsof the crucifixion, by the prodigiouslaboursof asmall band of
dedicated menthetruth of thegospel had reached nearly every provinceof thefar-
flung Roman Empire, with christian communitiesestablished in practicaly every
important commercid centre. By theend of the second century therewere christian
coloniesall over AsiaMinor and the near East, in Spain and France, Italy and
Germany, theAdriatic Coast and NorthAfrica. InRomeaone, historianstell us,
believers numbered no lessthan 50,000. Outside the boundaries of the Roman
Empirechrigtianity had spread eastward al over the Persian kingdom and beyond.
Inthefirst 250 yearsof our era, without modern meansof transport or communi-
cation, thousands upon thousands of souls had beenwon for Christ over anarea
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stretching from Spaininthewest to Central Asiaintheeast, from Ireland inthe
northto the Upper Nileinthe south. If the momentum had been maintained there
would not today be acorner of the earth wherethe story of God’sgrace had not
been announced, and where believersin our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ could
not befound.

Wemay well ask what it wasthat achieved so muchintheearly daysof chrigtianity
and madeit so effectiveamong men, and why it isthat today christian witnessis
largely so insipid and fruitless, marked by so much labour and solittleresult?ls
thereaway back tofirst principlesandtofirst love, totruly effectivewitnessin our
selfish, modern, Godlessworld? What made our brethren, who lived in thefirst
and second centuries so different from ourselves, so vital and so effective?

| believethat the answer to these question may be summarised in oneword: ‘ vi-
sion’. Theearly christianshad avision of world need; they had avision of the
sufficiency of Christ and the Holy Spirit to meet every human need; they had a
visionof their returning Lord, so they laboured, not allowing their visonto grow
dim, asif each day of their liveswasthelast! Canwerecapturethat vison?

“Webeheld hisglory”, said John and the vision held him through along life of
serviceand through exileon Patmos. “1 presstoward themark”, said Paul, “Have
I not seen Christ Jesusmy Lord?’ Thevision held him, “in stripes, inimprison-
ments, intumults, inlabours, inwatchings...injourneyingsoften, in perilsof rivers,
inperilsof robbers, in perilsfrommy ownrace, in perilsfromthenations, in perils
inthecity, inperilsinthedesert, in perilsonthesea...in hunger and thirst, infatsings
often, in cold and nakedness’. Martyrdom awaited him, “1 am now ready to be
offered, and thetime of my departureisat hand”; “the Lord therighteousjudge’,
held hisvision, and hewasfaithful and effectivetothelast.

“Shortly I must put off my tabernacl€e’, said Peter; the moment was approaching of
whichtheLord had spokento him: “ Another shal gird thee, and carry theewhither
thou wouldest not”. Yet thevision held him: “Wewere eye-witnesses of hismaj-
Sephen, thefirst martyr, issustained inthe crucial moment of histestimony by a
vision of the“glory of God and Jesus’. Thevisionthat inspired hiseffectivewit-
ness (“they were not ableto resist the wisdom and spirit with which he spoke™)
held hisgazetothelast. Hediestriumphantly, with hiseyeson Him, speaking to
Him; “Lord Jesus, receivemy spirit”.
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Aswe approach thegreat climax of human history, asthe conflict between good
and evil. light and darkness, truth and error, becomes more acute, what will hold us
and inspire us, what will inject strength into our weakness? What will produce
convictingimpact on our fellow men and womeninthisday of such spiritua need?
Thevisionthat held our brethren at the beginning, and sent them forth conquering
and to conquer, “ every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue,
but our way not entirely shut up; persecuted but not abandoned;cast down but not
destroyed”, tireless, firmimmoveabl e, awaysabounding in thework of the L ord,
inunsalfish, dedicated witness. TheLord heldtheir affectionsand their vision; the
Holy Spirit; ungrieved, indwelt and empowered them, and no obstacle could bar
their way, no enemy overcomethem.

At theend of the ageresponsibility liesheavily on every believer in Christ and
unprecedented opportunity beckonsthe disciple of Christ. Arewe prepared to
leaveall and follow Him, and “looking steadfastly on Jesus’ haveour part inwit-
nessing to Him and His saving grace, before the night comesinwhich no onecan
work?Theradiancy of theglad tidingsof the* glory of the Christ” will then dispel
the darknessin the souls of many, and something of theirresistible power of this
witnesswill beknown at theend aswell asat the beginning, and many theworld
over who areturningintheir disillusionment from nomina christianity to falsebut
very active cultswill seeapower a work and catch avision, whichwill eclipsein
their soulsdl thedevil’ scounterfeits.

We have nothing to lose but our dloth, and aworld to conquer for Him! With our
vison held by Him, what could not yet be donein the cause of the Onewho loved
usand gave Himsdf for us?

Sephen Carruthers

SECRET PROBLEMS—EVIL THOUGHTS

Owingtother very nature, evil thoughtsare kept secret and often occasion great
distressof soul. Jesussaid, “ Out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts’. The
prophet Jeremiah wrote, “ The heart isdeceitful aboveall things, and desperately
wicked: who canknow it?” TheApostle Paul wrote, “Evil ispresentwithme. . O
wretched manthat | am! who shdl ddliver mefromthebody of thisbody of death?”’
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When evil thoughts arise Satan would suggest that we never could have been
converted at al or such thoughtswould never ocurr, and thuswould he harassand
seek to cause doubt and unbelief.

Thetruthisthat “sinintheflesh,” our evil nature, isnot improved whenweare
converted. Thebeliever in Jesuscan truly say, God hasforgivenal my sins; but
then hasto learn that thefleshisstill the flesh and unchanged. Scripture never
speaksof “snintheflesh” beingforgiven. It says, “ God sending hisown Soninthe
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sinintheflesh”. God judged it
unsparingly at the cross. Weare called upon to align ourselveswith God'sview
andjudgeitwithal itsfruitsunsparingly too. Deliveranceisknown when the soul
turnsinfaith totherisen and glorified Christ, and the heart triumphantly cries, “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord”,

Thoughthefleshisstill in usthat isno reason why it should be allowed to act.
Although evil thoughtsarise, they are not to be encouraged, but, on the contrary,
must bejudged before God. Thebeliever hasthe power of theHoly Spirit of God
tothisend.

Practically, we need ever to remember that our minds cannot maintain avoid.
Thoughtswewill have - good or evil, pure or impure. Hence theimport of the
exhortation, “Whatsoever thingsaretrue... honest ... just ... pure... lovely ... of
good report ... think onthesethings. A similar word isgivento Timothy, “ Meditate
uponthesethings: givethyself wholly to them”. “ Refusethe evil and choosethe
good” . We can declineto allow our mindstotravel onthelineof what isevil, and
we can occupy themwith that whichisgood. Read what ispure. Refusetolistento
what isnot pure. Speak what ispure. “ Keep thyself pure’.

It must and will beacontinuous conflict. We arein acorrupt world whichiscon-
stantly makingitsapped to every dement of thefleshwithin. Yet thereispower for
overcoming, for we havethegrace of Christ, the support of the Spirit of God, the
cleansing effect of theword of God, and the wholesome atmosphere of the com-
pany of the people of God to preserveus.

Wemay well pray, “ L et thewordsof my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptableinthy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer”.

F S Marsh
1924
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THREE MARKSOF TRUE SERVICE
SPIRITUALITY, PATIENCE AND POWER

Acts6:5& 8
11:1-5
13:6-12

Romans12: 12

I ntroduction

| want to draw attention to three servants— Stephen, Peter, and Paul. With each
of these servantsthereisan outstanding feature. With Stephenitisspirituaity. In
Peter’scaseit ispatience, and with Paul, power. Those arethethreethings| want
to speak of — spiritudity, patience and power.

Sephen — Spirituality in Service

Most of usare acquainted with the history of Stephen. | refer particularly to his
beginning. It issaid that “they chose Stephen, aman full of faith and the Holy
Spirit”. Hewasafilled vessdl, “full of faithand theHoly Spirit”. Thesefeatures
marked him asamongst the saints, but we al so read of Stephen’s public move-
mentsin service, and then heis said to be“full of grace and power”, not faith
exactly, for faithistheinward thing, but “full of graceand power”.

Thesefour featuresregarding Stephen are of great importance. Hewasfull of faith
andtheHoly Spirit, and then hewasfull of graceand power. That isthe basisfrom
which Stephen’sremarkable serviceflowsforth. It wasnot alengthy service, but it
was powerful and he served asbeing filled. Oh! that onemight servelikethat! If
theservantisfilled, thereisnoroom for admixturenoroomfor ulterior or double
motivesintheservice.

Thenitissaidthat being full of grace and power, Stephen did great wondersand
miraclesamong the people. Hisdeportment, asserving, remindsus, surely, of the
graceand features of the Lord Jesus Christ.

| would plead for greater attentionto thismatter of spirituaity inservice. InLuke's
gospel wearereminded of personswho werefilled withthe Spirit. Thus John the
baptist, and Zacharias, and Elizabeth, ared| said to have beenfilled with theHoly
Spirit. Thenitissaid of Mary: “TheHoly Spirit shall comeuponthee” (Luke 1.
35), and again of Simeon that “the Holy Spirit wasupon him. And it wasdivinely
communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he
should seetheLord’sChrist” (Luke2: 25, 26). Then, itissaid of Simeonthat “he

25



cameinthe Spiritinto thetemple’ (v. 27). What atrustworthy vessel isthisman,
one, aswe may say, moving under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Now these aretheindividua swho haveto do with the Person of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Simeon had spiritua power, for ashetook the Babein hisarms, he blessed
God. That was an evidence of His spirituality; and after he had blessed God, he
blessed Mary and Joseph.

Stephen wasfull of grace and power in serviceand heisamost at oncearraigned
beforethe Jewish Council. Itisasif Satan would say, ‘ Thiscannot goon!’ At first
the Council could not resist the wisdom and Spirit with which he spoke but his
spiritudity shinesthrough hiscountenancefor they saw himashaving thefaceof an

angd.

Another very preciousthing about Stephen isthat he was not only marked by
spirituality, but by avery wideknowledge of theHoly Scriptures. InLuke 12:12
the Lordin encouraging Hisdisciples, tellsthem they were not to be careful asto
what they should say when brought beforethe synagogues, magistrates, and pow-
ers. Hesays, “for the Holy Spirit shall teach youinthe hour itself what should be
said”. Now we havethething exemplified in Stephen. Heisfull of grace, full of
power, full of faith, full of the Holy Spirit and he beginsto speak. One has often
been ashamed of one’slittle knowledge of Scripturewhen reading this seventh
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. How few of us could give an impromptu
resume of thetestimony, and thewaysof God init, as Stephen doeshere! Hehas
no timeto prepare hisaddress, but heistaught in the same hour.

He begins by speaking about the“ God of glory”, and says, He appeared to our
father Abraham. Thereare no partial thoughtsor feelingswith Stephen, hewould
claim even those men sitting in the council as of Abraham. Then he speaks about
eight otherswho werelinksinthe chain of testimony | saac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
Aaron, Joshua, David, and Solomon, showing what wonderful knowledge hehad
of theHoly Scriptures, how he must haveread them.

How we are challenged by our comparativeignorance of the Holy Scriptures!
Hereisonewho can giveasummary of thewaysof God, beginningwiththe“God
of glory” and coming downto the Just One, interposing thisddightful remark asto
Moses. “ ThisistheMoseswho said ... A prophet shall God raise up to you out of
your brethren likeme” (Acts7: 37). What kind of man was M oses? He stands
unique among God'sservants. Hesaid “My doctrineshall drop asrain, My speech
flow down asdew” (Deuteronomy 32: 2). Hewasagracious minister, afaithful
servant and the Spirit of God saysof him that hewasvery meek, aboveall men
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that were upon theface of the earth. Do you not think that the spirit of Moseshad
itscounterpart inthe spirit of Stephen ashe stood before the council ?Hashehard
fedingsabout hiscircumstances?|shebecomingirritated by this persecution?Not
at all! Heisconcerned about thetestimony of God. He speakswith power of the
coming of the Just One, and as he mentionsthe Just Onewefind that thereisa
remarkable change over the council. They show their hotility. But Stephenwith
great courage continueshiswitness, for spiritudity involvesgreat mora power and
courage and he says, “ O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, yedo
awaysresist theHoly Spirit, asyour fathers, yeaso” (Acts7: 51).

Then asthese men were gnashing their teeth against him, Stephen looks up into
heaven. Has Stephen’s demeanour changed?Has helost hisspirituality?lshe
weakened inany degree?Listentothis. “But being full of theHoly Spirit” (Acts7:
55). Thereisno diminution, no deterioration; heisdtill full of theHoly Spirit. Whether
in persecution or in public testimony, or asin the company of thebelievers, heis
full. He, being full of theHoly Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven and sees
“theglory of Godly and Jesus standing at theright hand of God”. Again herenders
testimony not asto al that he had seen, but to part of it. He doesnot say. | seethe
glory of God and Jesus , but “| behold ... the Son of man standing at theright hand
of God (Acts7: 55, 56). It wasthe Son of man. How discriminative! Hewasa
man of spiritual discernment. The Son of man, refersto thetestimony publicly,
involving findly, the supremeauthority of Christ inthat day when Hewill cover the
whole earth with the knowledge of God, asthewaters cover the sea.

As Stephen was saying these things, they rushed upon him. Now mark againthis
great feature of spiritudity in Stephen. They “rushed upon him with oneaccord;”
— aseriousword that — *and having cast him out of the city they stoned him”
(Acts7:57,58). How did they stone Stephen? They stoned Stephen ashewas
praying! Doeshe change hisposition? No. Hedoesnot ater hisposture. “ They
stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receivemy spirit” (Acts7: 59).
Peter — Patiencein Service

Referring to Peter, what isemphasised isthe great need of patience. Itissaid of
Peter that as he went up to Jerusalem those who were of the circumcision con-
tended with him. Now we have an atmosphere of contention. What were these
men contending against? Conscioudy or unconscioudly, it wasagainst the opera-
tionsof God, and of theHoly Spirit. Think of that! They contended with Peter.
Doesheassert hisapostleship? Doeshe say, ‘ Thething isso plain and apparent
that | do not need to give an account of it? Not at all The scripture says, “ But
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Peter began and set forth the matter tothemin order”. These contendersareto be
met by patience.

Think of the kind of man that Peter was naturally. He had been an impulsive!
forceful man; he had cut off the ear of the high priest’sservant. Asthey cameto
Capernaum on one occasiona men cameto Peter and said, “ Doesyour teacher
not pay thedidrachmas?’ And hesaid* Yes’ (Matthew 17: 24). Why should he
reply for Jesus? Why not wait to ask his L ord about thetribute money? But the
Lord. in Histender, ever patient, grace, anticipates Simon and says“the kings of
the earthsfrom whom do they receive custom or tribute?from their own sonsor
fromstrangers?’ (v. 25). But, He says, “that we may not bean offence” (v. 27) —
that isthe principlethat Peter must learn. We are not to offend.

Peter inthischapter ismarked by gresat patience; aquality totally foreigntohimon
thelineof naturebut having acquired great pirituality and patiencehe set forththe
matter to them in order” — not alwaysan easy thingto do. Thetendency isever
present with usto exhibit theirritability of thefleshin such matters, for impatience
marksusnaturally: instead of whichthe Lord would have usin patience and grace
to rehearse what we have known to be the operations of God through the Spirit.
S0, as Peter rehearsesthe matter and speaks of the Holy Spirit falling onthem he
adds“Whoindeed was| to beableto forbid God?’ (Actsl 1: 17).

Thefirstimpression that Peter would giveto these contenderswasjust this, “ | was
inthecity of Joppapraying”. Think of ministry cominglikethat! Hispatienceflowed
from that same dependence upon God. Many thingsare given to us, committed to
uson thisline of praying. Peter says, “| wasin the city of Joppapraying,” not
preaching, nor being entertained by Simonthetanner; but thefirst thinginhismind
wasthat hewasinthecity of Joppapraying, and hebecame“inan ecstasy”.

Our service asamongst the brethren, and even those that may contend because
they fail to understand what issaid, needsto be marked by thispreciousfeature of
patience. Peter stressesit: hesays. “inyour faith haveasovirtue... intemperance
endurance” (2 Peter 1: 5, 6). Heencouragesthe saintsto be patient in relation to
al that they are passing through. Again Scripture remindsusof thelong patience of
thelabourer: hehaslong patience; hewaitsfor theearly and thelatter rain.

Peter wasablein mora power to silencethe contenders; and we should beready
toservelikethat.

Paul — Power in Service
| refer briefly to Paul, who was serving inascene of hostility. Hewasservinginthe
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glad tidings, and the scripture saysthat at Salamis*they announced theword of
God” but thereisno record of any results. Now, | believethe patience of Peter
findsexpressonin Paul, inrelationto thisserviceamongst men. It says, “Having
passed through thewholeidand” thewholeof it, asif to say they werecombingit
out. And when they cameto Paphos, there wasthere anintelligent man, Sergius
Paulus. The Spirit of God designates him thus— anintelligent man. Thisman
called for Barnabas and Saul and desired to hear theword of God. Would that
thereweremorelikethat today! Paul isin the public sphere: heisserving men
along with Barnabas, and as he seeksto serve the enemy becomesincreasingly
active. | believewe are surrounded by thiskind of thing today.

Therewasaman named Bar-jesus; what afine namethat seemed! How many of
the s mpleand unsuspecting ones have been deceived by nameslikethat — Bar-
jesus— son of Jesus. Heiswith the deputy — aninfluential man. The Spirit of
God unmaskshim, calling him* Elymasthemagician”. saying, “ (for sohisnameis
by interpretation)”. Hewithstood Barnabas and Saul, “ seeking to turn away the
proconsul fromthefaith”. Hereisadirect and definite opposer of thetruth and
opposed to the gospel preachers. How isthat kind of thing to be met?

Wemeet thiskind of persontimeafter timein our coursethroughthisworld. There
arethemagicians, therearethe spiritualists, the so-called christian scientiststhere
arethemillennial dawnists. How areweto meet these deceivers? How did Paul
meet them?Would Gamdid have helped him here? Anything hehad learned at the
feet of Gamaliel would beusdlessin such acrisisasthis. Paul did not attempt to
meet him ascomefrom aschool of modernism, or from atheological institute, or
from the universities of theworld. Paul camefrom Antioch, wheretherewasa
spiritual amosphere, charged with piety and dependence. That isthespiritinwhich
Paul meetsthischallenge.

Seewhat strength and mora power hehasacquired! “Filled withtheHoly Spirit ...
said, Ofull of al deceit and al craft: son of thedevil.” He namesthismagician
according to hisright designation. Hedid not root him up. Heleft himashesaid,
“Thou shalt beblind ... for aseason”. Such was Paul’ s power, and | believewe
may have something akintothat in theselast and difficult days.

We may ask what wasthe secret of thisgreat power, wielded by the apostle? The
secret of it wasprayer. Hebegan withiit. “Behold, heispraying” (Acts9: 11),is
what wassaidtoAnanias. Hefinished up with praying; for in 2 Timothy hereminds
Timothy that he prayed night and day, having in the meantime exhorted the
Thessalonian saintsto pray without ceasing. Do we pray night and day? Paul says,
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“unceasingly | havetheremembrance of theein my supplicationsnight and day”
(2Timothy 1: 3). That wasthekind of servant Paul was. Hispower inahostile
scene camethat way; hewasaman of prayer.

Conclusion

I would remind you in closing of that remarkableexpressonin Romans12: 12
— “Asregardshope, rgoicing”. That was seen in Stephen: hewasrgoicingin
hope. He was soon to be actually taken up, for he could say. “Lord Jesus
receive my spirit”. What kind of spirit wasthat?A spirit ready to betransported.
Areour spiritslikethat?Wemust often feel how much mellowingisneededto
takeplacein our spiritsbut Stephen says, “ L ord Jesus, receive my spirit”. He
wasregoicing in hope, and that in regard of “theglory of God” (Romans5: 2).

Thenwehave" asregardstribulations, enduring” . A remarkableand much needed
word intheselast days, when the pressurefallsheavily on believers, asupon
peoplein general. But we need patiencein serving. Thenfinally thereisto be
perseverancein prayers so that our service publicly might be marked by moral
courage and power, so that we might rebukewhat isunholy and not of God.

We need skill to watch over and guard carefully the work of God however
faintly it may appear; for weare reminded in thetwo persons, Sergius Paulus
and Elymasthemagician, of two resultsfrom the preaching: the oneasavour of
lifeunto lifeand the other asavour of death unto death. SergiusPauluswasasa
plant which the Father had planted: anintelligent man, desiring to hear theword
of God. Ashe saw the effect of Paul’s power and teaching, he believed being
amazed at theteaching of the Lord. But alongside of thisdelicate plant thereis
thisnoxiousweed, thisdeadly poison and how much skill isneeded so that we
should secure the good and discover thework of Godin souls.

May the Lord help usin these three things, so that we shall be found in our
service" Asregardshopereoicing: asregardstribulation, enduring: asregards
prayer, persevering”.

J. H. Trevvett, Abbreviated address at Belfast. (Date unknown).
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